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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

* 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Aritomi (US 2002/01 80822). 

3. Regarding Claim 1 , Aritomi discloses an image forming apparatus comprising: a 
storing section which stores print jobs (LBP body 1500 inputs and stores print 
information) (page 2, paragraph [0045]); a print section which execute one print job 
extracted from the storing section (printer control unit 1000 converts the character 
information into a video signal and outputs the obtained signal to a laser driver) (page 3, 
paragraph [0046]); and a test print key to print (test printing through the Ul), as a test, at 
least one page of special printing included in the print job to be executed in the print 
section (user can obtain a test result 507) by performing the test printing (page 4, 
paragraphs [0068]-[0069]). 

4. Regarding Claim 2, Aritomi discloses an image forming apparatus, further 
comprising an input section which receives an input of a change in printing conditions 
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concerning the special printing (user designates tab paper printing through an U I of a 
printer driver) (page 4, paragraph [0068]). 

5. Regarding Claim 3, Aritomi discloses an image forming apparatus, the print 
section holding a print job to be executed in the print section in waiting, if the print job 
includes special printing (Fig. 1 5, perform re-printing after confirmation of test printing) 
(Fig. 16, S1 607) (page 7, paragraph [0012]). 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Aritomi discloses an image forming apparatus, the special 
printing being printing on special paper other than plain paper (print output to N tab 
paper) (page 4, paragraph [0072]). 

7. Regarding Claim 5, Aritomi discloses an image forming apparatus, the special 
paper being tab paper (N tab paper) (page 4, paragraph [0072]). 

8. Regarding Claim 10, Aritomi discloses an image forming method comprising: 
extracting a print job including special printing from a storing section (created document 
is transferred to the printer 1500); receiving an input of changing printing conditions 
concerning the special printing included in the extracted print job (user designates tab 
paper printing through an U I of a printer driver) (page 4, paragraph [0068]); printing, as 
a test, at least one page of the special printing whose printing conditions has been 
changed (test printing is performed) (page 4, paragraph [0068]); and executing the print 
job including the test-printed special printing (Fig. 15, perform reprinting after 
confirmation of teat printing) (Fig. 16, S1607) (page 7, paragraph [0012]). 
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9. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Aritomi discloses an image forming method, the special 
printing being printing on special paper other than plain paper (print output to N tab 
paper) (page 4, paragraph [0072]). 

10. Regarding Claim 12, Aritomi discloses an image forming method, the special 
paper being tab paper (N tab paper) (page 4, paragraph [0072]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Aritomi in view of Roosen et al. (US 6,894,793). 

1 3. Regarding Claim 6, Aritomi teaches an image forming apparatus comprising: a 
receiving section which receives print jobs (HSTC 18) (page 3, paragraph [0057]); a 
storing section which stores the received print jobs (LBP body 1 500 inputs and stores 
print information) (page 2, paragraph [0045]); a print section which executes one print 
job extracted from the storing section (printer control unit 1000 converts the character 
information into a video signal and outputs the obtained signal to a laser driver) (page 3, 
paragraph [0046]); a judging section which judges whether each of the print jobs 
received by the receiving section includes special printing or not (printer judges whether 
document is to be printed on the tab paper) (page 4, paragraph [0064]); receiving an 
input of changing printing conditions concerning the special printing included in the 
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selected print job (user designates tab paper printing through an Ul of a printer driver) 
(page 4, paragraph [0068]); a test print key to print (test printing through the Ul), as a 
test, at least one page of the special printing included in the print job to be executed in 
the print section (user can obtain a test result 507) by performing the test printing (page 

■ 

4, paragraphs [0068]-[0069]); and a control section which extracts, from the storing 
section, the print job that is selected by the user by the input section, and make the print 

* 

job executed by the print section with no change, and also makes the print job including 
the special printing, whose printing conditions have been changed through the input 
section, executed by the print section (Fig. 7, tab printing YES/NO) (page 5, paragraphs 
[0075]-[0077]). 

Aritomi fails to teach an image forming apparatus comprising: a display section 
which displays a list of the print jobs judged as including special printing by the judging 
section; and an input section which receives selection of one print job from the print jobs 
on the displayed list by a user. 

Roosen et al teach an image forming apparatus comprising: a display section 
which displays a list of the print jobs judged as including special printing by the judging 
section (displaying the waiting print jobs); and an input section which receives selection 
of one print job from the print jobs on the displayed list by a user (print jobs 
manipulated)(col. 5, lines 47-57). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Aritomi with the teaching of Roosen 
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to allow a user to select a particular print job from multiple print jobs for printing on tab 
paper. 

14. Regarding Claim 7, Aritomi teaches an image forming apparatus, the control 
section extracting the print job, which do not include special printing, from the storing 
section and making the print job executed by the print section (Fig. 7, S701 , tab printing 
NO) (page 5, paragraph [0075]). 

* 

1 5. Regarding Claim 8, Aritomi teaches an image forming apparatus, the special 
printing being printing on special paper other than plain paper (print output to N tab 
paper) (page 4, paragraph [0072]). 

16. Regarding Claim 9, Aritomi teaches an image forming apparatus, the special 
paper being tab paper (N tab paper) (page 4, paragraph [0072]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Satwant K. Singh 




DAVID MOORE 
SUPERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



